THERE have been several books of this type which are designed to help those who are starting medicine and who need to know what is meant by clinical skill and how to acquire it.
This particular volume not only deals with history-taking and examination, but also with laboratory methods; it has various chapters on psychiatry, allergy, birth control and immunisation, and attempts to include much of clinical medicine as well. The result is rather indigestible and not entirely satisfactory, in my view, for the average British student. It somehow succeeds in becoming neither fish nor fowl nor fine fresh herring! J.V.O.
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